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R. Murray Schafer: Divan i Shams i Tabriz 


This work was commissioned by the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra Society 
and composed in 1969. Tonight will be its first performance anywhere. A com- 
panion work, recently heard for the first time in Toronto is Music for the Morning 
of the World, for solo voice and tape. Travels in the Middle East affected the 
origins of both pieces: see Schafer’s ‘‘A Middle East Sound Diary” in the recent 
Berandol publication called Musicecology. Schafer, born in 1933 in Sarnia and 
educated in Toronto, is well known as composer, author, and educator. He 
currently teaches at Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, B.C. 


The following note in the composer’s score explains the text source and title: 
“Divan i Shams i Tabriz is the title of a lengthy mystical poem by the 13th-century 
Persian poet Jalal al-Din Rumi. It tells of a fusing of religious love with human 
love. Accordingly the piece is composed of disunited elements gradually 
growing together. In the score one will find a few footnotes taken from this and 
other poems by Rumi at points where they seemed appropriate. The vocalists, 
however, sing a different text — the lament of the reed flute from the opening 
of Rumi’s most celebrated poem, the Masnavi.” 


The work calls for full orchestra, seven singers, electronic organ, and four- 
channel tape. In the score, the sounds of the tape part are represented by florid 
graphic signs, resulting in one of the most visually appealing and striking of 
contemporary music manuscripts (a sample page is given for illustration). The 
orchestra is directed to be seated around the hall as well as on the stage. The 
stage contingent consists of organ, contrabassoon, percussion and strings. The 
remaining performers are to be placed in five-member groups at 13 locations 
around the hall, preferably on two levels. The singers play a number of small 
percussion instruments in addition to their singing. Coordination is arranged 
by stopwatch. 


This work is part of the symphonic triptych, Lustro. The entire triptych will 
receive its first performance this coming June in the CBC Summer Festival, 
under Marius Constant’s direction. 


PROGRAMME 


Firebird Suite (1919) Stravinsky 


Concerto No. 4 in G Major for Piano and Orchestra Beethoven 
Allegro moderato 
Andante con moto 


Rondo: vivace 
Bonnie Silver, Piano 


INTERMISSION 


Divan | Shams | Tabriz (World Premiére) R. Murray Schafer 
for Seven Singers, Orchestra, and Electronic Sounds 


assisted by John Hawkins and Alex Pauk 
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